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HONORARY CHAIR: Eddie Bernice Johnson became the first woman and first African American to
ever represent the Dallas, Texas area in the Congress when she was elected to the United States
House of Representatives in 1992. Formerly a member of the Texas House of Representatives,
Congresswoman Johnson has been a congressional champion for civil rights and a legislative leader
on issues of transportation, health care and science & technology.

CHAIR: Lynne Richardson was born in Coventry, England and is President of Zing Telecom and a
Coventry Ambassador. She joined DFW International while Executive Director of the British-American
Business Council. During years of work with global arts groups, she has held positions with TITAS,
Dallas Business Committee for the Arts, Arts District Chorale, Orpheus Chamber Singers and The
Dance Council. She also has experience as a journalist for the Financial Times of London, Reuters,
and other press.

VICE CHAIR: David Griggs is the President of Dallasi Saratov Sister City, Inc. For the past decade,
he has led and hosted numerous delegations to and from Saratov, Russia pursuing cultural, civic and
humanitarian connections. He has also been a board member of several other local non-profit
organizations including the United Nations Association and the Dallas Democratic Forum.
Professionally, David works as an attorney with The Law Office of Wendel A. Withrow in the Dallas
area. He is also an adjunct professor of American Government at Brookhaven College.

VICE CHAIR: Rev. Bill Matthews serves as chair of the Interfaith Council, Thanks-Giving Square
Foundation of Dallas, Texas Division President of United Nations Association of the U.S.A. He is past
president of the Dallas Chapter, UNA USA and the Dallas Peace Center. The retired United Methodist
clergyman has served posts in the Philippines, South Pacific (Fiji), Italy and the former Soviet Union,
in addition to church-related appointments in the U. S.

SECRETARY: Maribel De Leon is the Director of Procurement and Business Development for the
Greater Dallas Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. She is an advocate for small businesses and
ensures that minority/women owned business enterprises get access to resources and information on
doing business with public, corporate, and government agencies. She is a graduate of Northwood
University where she received her BBA in International Business, and currently serves as Secretary
for the Northwood University Alumni Leadership Council.

AFRICAN LEADERSHIP COUNCIL: Betru Gebregziabher is Speaker of the Ethiopian Leadership
Council and President of the Ethiopian American Chamber of Commerce in DFW. He was president of
Addis Ababa Chamber of Commerce before moving to the U.S.A. Professionally; Betru is a Mortgage
Banker & International Trade and Development specialist.




PRESIDENT & FOUNDER: Anne Marie Weiss-Armush founded DFW International in 1998 and
currently serves as President. She has produced the Dallas International Festival for 12 years, and

has added the Fiesta Latinoamericana! and Afri
Fulbright scholar to Mexico, former Spanish teacher, and author of 4 books on Middle Eastern culture,
Ms. Weiss-Armush lived 11 years in Saudi Arabia. She was named Dall as 6P

for 2003 and she serves as a commentator on international and immigrant cultures.

Salah Mustapha Amir served in both public and private sectors in Sudan in the Labor Department,
Advisory Office of Business Management, Alfa Resettlement Commission, and the Civil Service
Bureau. He also worked as a lecturer in the Sudan University of Science and Technology. Mr. Amir
has a B.A in Social Studies: Sociology, Philosophy, and Psychology, as well as an M.A in Public
Administration from Pennsylvania State University. Currently he is working on translations of English
to Arabic.

Nicolas Argueta was born in El Salvador, Central America and has been a Licensed Professional
Engineer in the State of Texas since 1994. Nick is one of the founders and the current President of
The American Salvadoran Association, a non-profit organization that brought relief to the refugees
following hurricane Mitch and the earthquakes that devastated El Salvador in 2001. Having lived in
the Dallas/Fort Worth area since 1990, Mr. Argueta is currently a Plant Engineer at The University of
Texas at Dallas.

Hisham Awadelkariem was born in Sudan and has a Ph D in Chemical Engineering from the UK. He
has been an anti-war activist during the North-South civil war in Sudan. Before moving to the US in
199 as a political asylee, he was a publisher of the Sudanese opposition magazine Assahifa,
president of the Sudanese Community Society, a recipient of Texas CM Business Man of the Year
award and the Reagan Gold Medal in 2005. Currently he manages DFW Express Contractors, serves
as president of DFW Sudan Club and is VP of the Sudanese American Soccer League.

Melody Ayeli is a Senior Consultant in the Dallas office of Deloitte & Touche, LLP. She is active in
supporting and promoting Deloitte's diversity and inclusion initiatives, including the International
Business Resource Group for Deloitte's Dallas office. Melody has studied at Bogazici University in
Istanbul and at The University of Hong Kong. She has worked with Refugee Services of Texas in
Austin and with the Baha'i International Community's United Nations Office in New York. Melody is a
member of several professional organizations and is proficient in Persian and French.

Abi Badiru is the Assistant Human Resource Manager for Kraft Foods Garland, TX facility. She
graduated from the University of Oklahoma with a B.S. in Chemical Engineering and later received her
MBA from the University of Texas at Dallas with a focus in Organizational Behavior. Prior to her
current role in HR, Abi was a project engineer for eight years. Abi also serves on the DFW Youth
Achievement Foundation Advisory Board and the University of Oklahoma Deans Advisory Board on
Diversity. Abi is a firm believer in giving back and helping others.

Gloria Bahamon is a native of Zipaguira, Colombia, and serves as the assistant deputy vice
chancellor on the UNT-Dallas campus. Gloria serves on numerous boards and committees including
the Texas Association of Chicanos in Higher Ed
Institute Committee, and has received numerous awards including the UNT Community Award, UNT
Outstanding Service Award, Leadership Texas Scholarship, Hispanic Friends of UNT Vela Award, and
the UNT Ronald E. McNair Outstanding Service Award.

Shawn Bhagat is Vice President of the Pakistani American Association. In addition to having founded
the One World Bank, he possesses an impressive portfolio of business successes, from restaurants to
full service car washes to fuel distribution. The SMU Cox School of Business listed one of his
companies among the 100 fastest growing privately held businesses for the past six years, and in the
Top Ten in 2006. Mr. Bhagat was awarded '2004 Citizen of the Year' by the Metrocrest Chamber of
Commerce and is Past President of Carrollton-Farmers Branch Rotary Club.




Noeli Piccoli Biggs is originally from Brazil. Currently she is an International Programs Coordinator
at Richland College. Noeli has a master degree in International Relations and her passion is to
promote international social development by cultural understanding with a strong commitment for
Peace, Human Rights, Women Empowerment and Global Sustainability. Noeli Biggs also works with
the Dallas Saratov Sister Cities organization. She won the Earl Eames Award in 2008.

Dr. Gurdarshan Singh Brar is an Indian-born Environmental Scientist, dedicated his life to science,
community service and human welfare. In 1983, he moved to USA. GB has served the US
Depart ment of Agriculture and US Army Corps of
Laboratory. He is the President of newly formed Gurdwara Akaljot, an American Sikh worship place.
Dr. Brar is also serving on Interfaith Council Thanks-Giving Square, Punjabi Cultural Association of
North Texas, MetroTex Association of Realtors Committees and other community organizations.

Florence Coker-Campbell, from Sierra Leone, is a Systems Integration Specialist for Perot Systems.
She earned her Bachelors of Science degree in Human Relations and Business Administration from
Amberton University in Dallas, Texas. She is the former President and current Board Member for
Sisters of Sierra Leone of North Texas, a non-profit organization dedicated to aid displaced women
and children victimized by the war in Sierra Leone. She sits on the Boards of various organizations.

Andrea F. Chavarria was born in Mexico and represents Federacion de Clubes Michoacanos del
Norte de Texas.An immigration attorney, she also holds M.A. in International Relations and Diplomacy
and a B.A. in Journalism from the University of North Texas. Andrea is a member of the American
Immigration Lawyers Association and Latinas Unidas Por Un Esperanza.

Suzanne Chen was born in Taiwan and works with American General Life & Accident Insurance
Company focusing on hiring, developing, and delivery of agents to "Quality of Life Insurance"
advocacy in serving the needs of America's broad middle market and small business owners,
promoting to promote Quality of Life.Insurance. She serves in the Advisory Board for the Asian
Woman Breast Outreach Project, spokesperson for American Cancer Society, and as Secretary
General in the Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce of Dallas/Ft. Worth.

Joe Chow is Mayor of the City of Addison and owner and general manager of the award winning May
Dragon Restaurant in Addison, a realtor and Allstate Insurance agent. He sits on the boards of
various Taiwanese organizations and chambers of commerce.

Arturo Cuellar is an advisor at the Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior and is also an
international manager with Affordable Insurance & Financial Services, Inc. He holds a Masters
degree in Insurance Business from Cuidad Juarez in Chihuahua, Mexico, and has also received a
degree in Mexican-American Studies from Richland College. He has been involved in researching
Hispanic history and genealogy for more than 20 years and is a member of several associations
concerned with family histories and genealogy.

Lawrence Dagadu a native of Ghana, West Africa migrated to the United States in 1971. He was
educated at Claflin University, South Carolina. He has worked with Dow Chemical and Celanese
Chemical Company, and since retirement is involved in several international and local community
activities. He also finds time to manage a global sales and marketing operations for a multi-million
dollar printing and publishing corporation from his Dallas, Texas office.




Celine Dimbo has worked for Citigroup for the past 5 years and is currently a Business Application
Systems Analyst for the CitiMortgage Division, where she manages the dialer system parameters
between mul ti ple sites in the US and Canada. She
UNT in Decision Sciences and is currently pursuing a Masters Degree in Finance. On her days off,
Celine is involved in various volunteer projects.

Daniel de Cordoba is a native Texan and, after a professional career spanning the globe from
concert halls in Europe to the Broadway stage, returned to his home state in 1992 to found and direct
the Daniel de Cérdoba Bailes Espafioles Company. He has worked with leading Spanish dancers
including Antonio Ruiz, Roberto Iglesias, Mario Maya, and Carmen Mora and Jose Greco. Daniel has
received numerous grants and recognition from the United States, Mexico, Korea and Spain, and also
teaches at the Dance Arts Center.

Armando de la Fuente is the Director of Sales Promotions and Community Affairs for Univision and
has created the Nuestra Vida Campaign for KUVN Channel 23, which focuses on Education, Health &
Culture. He has been in the broadcast business for over 30 years. The National Academy of

Television Arts & Science recognized Univision
Emmy finalist in the category for Community Se
Campaign.

Nancy Da-Thu Dinh is a Viethamese American who works with New England Financial, a branch of
Met Life. She desires to provide families and business owners with assistance in building financial
freedom. She is a board member and Tr enalsQhairefr
Garland Asian-American Festival, and a member of Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce of
North Texas.

Evelyne Djamat-Duboiscame t o t he United States from Cote
Texas A&M University. She works in market research, specializing in client services, and is fluent in
French and English and has a basic command of Spanish. Evelyne is currently the President of AIT
(Association of lvorians in Texas), and hass al
written articles for the I vorian Association n
Dallas/Fort Worth American Marketing Association.

George Ellis currently serves as Chief Financial Officer of Global 360, Inc., a leading provider of
Business Process Management and Optimization solutions. Previously, he served as Chairman and
CEO of SoftBrands, Inc., Sterling Software, Inc. and the Communities Foundation of Texas. Mr. Ellis

is a member the Board of Directors for SoftBrands, Inc., PeopleSupport, Inc., and Blackbaud, Inc. He
al so serves on the advisory boards of SMUb6s Sc
North Texas and is actively involved in several civic organizations.

Lauren Embrey is the President of the Embrey Family Foundation. She also serves as a Board
Member of Embrey Interests, Ltd, Titas, Big Thought and Watertower Theatre in Dallas, The Nest
Foundation in Los Angeles and the International Theater Exchange Committee in New York City.
Lauren previously served on the Board of Trustees for the Parish Episcopal School and served on
their Capital Campaign Committee. She produced the U.S. Premiere of Truth in Translation in 2007 at
Southern Methodist University and produced the documentary Playground.

Yilma Feleke was born in in Addis Abeba, Ethiopia and moved to the United States in order to attend
university. He graduated from the UTArlington in business administrations and is president of Allied
Financial Services. Yilma serves as chaiman of the Mutual Assistance Association for The Ethiopian
community (MAAEC) in Dallas and as chairman of the Social Committee at St. Michael Ethiopian
Orthodox Church in Garland.




Scott Flowers is Executive Vice President, Regional Retail Executive for Compass Bank, North
Texas & New Mexico Region. Prior to his current position, he was Executive Vice President at U.S.
Bank in Portland, Oregon. Scott also serves on the Board of Directors for Junior Achievement and is
a past member of the Board of Directors Allen Sports Association.

Domingo Garcia was Mayor Pro Tem for the City of Dallas and Texas State Representative. He has
been an editorial columnist and a successful trial lawyer for over twenty years Domingo is currently
the National Civil Rights Chai r man f or LULAC, the nationés ol d
the founder of the Phoenix Project, a drug treatment program for youth. He has established the
Domingo Garcia scholarship at the University of North Texas and sponsors the ATLA student law
organization at Texas Southern University.

Dr. Elba Garcia,served as Mayor Pro Tem of the City of Dallas, and Dallas City Council member for
District #1. Born in Mexico City, she is currently a candidate for County Commissioner, while
continuing to work as a dentist.. Married to former city councilman and state representative Domingo
Garcia, she played a primary role in the creation and funding of the Latino Cultural Center, the
implementation of Plazas Comunitarias in the Dallas Library System, and the acceptance of Matricula
Consular ID card for Mexican Nationals by city of Dallas offices.

Stephanie Gray-Couser received her BS degree in Marketing and Information Systems from UT-
Arlington, is a certified Paralegal, and has been with Wells Fargo Home Mortgage for eight years.

She is the A.V.P. and Regional Emerging Markets Manager for Wells Fargo Home Mortgage for
Dall as and Ft. Worth, and works to develop and
minority and low-to-moderate income communities. Stephanie has served on a wide variety of
community boards.

Carrie F. Gordon, Ph.D. has over 23 years of Housing and Urban Planning experience with the City
of Dallas where she is currently employed full-time. Dr. Gordon is the first African-American female
Mayor of the City of Balch Springs, TX. In addition to those hats, she is also a professional female
vocalist with her husband's orchestra/show band (performing nationally and abroad) and manager to
her songwriter/recording artist son with the Curb Music Group/Curb Records. Mayor Gordon was
recently appointed to the Texas Municipal League's Municipal Revenue and Finance Committee and
is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Texas Association of Black Council Members, and
The Recording Academy/Grammy Awards (voting member).

Saduman Gurbuz serves as a president of the TURANT, Board Member of Texas Turkish PAC and
Member of Advisory Board of Turks Living Abroad. Born in Trabzon, Turkey, in 1999, she raised
$120,000 for Turkish earthquake victims. During her many years of volunteering, she started Turkish
festivals in Texas, raising $60,000 for the Dallas Turkish Festival, and organized music festivals in 11
cities in the U.S. and Canada in 1998. She participates in many political activities to educate
politicians about Turkey and Turkish culture. She is the leader of Turkish-American friendship group,
and her many awards include 'Angels of Dallas', Women of Spirit Award from Jewish Congress, and
the Highest Service Medal from Turkish Republic of Foreign Ministry.

Karen Hill-Vasquezhas over 20 yearsd experience in Huma:
currently the Manager of Diversity and Inclusion for State Farm Insurance Compani es d
She is responsible for driving State Farmbés Di

companyébés overall strategies to engage all ass




Clara Borja Hinojosa founded The Mexico Institute, a non-profit organization dedicated to advance
the knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the rich, diverse Mexican culture through education
and the arts. The Institute has, for the past 20 years, presented hundreds of artistic and cultural
events, educational programs and activities. Clara has won many local and international awards, and
serves on numerous local boards.

Dr. Sunhee Hong, a Korean-born dentist, dedicates her life to service and education. She is a
member of the Dallas Asian-American Association, Chairperson Emeritus of the DFW Asian-American
Citizensd Council, and is also the Chair of th
Dallas Chapter of the Christian Association for Medical Missions. Dr. Hong was a 2008 finalist for the
Diversity Celebration Award sponsored by Ernst & Young, and has been recognized with many other
awards for her community involvement and volunteerism.

Arif Ralph Hooda was born in Karachi Pakistan and has been in the service station business for the
past 25 years with expertise in turn around management. He is President of 3 LLC'S investing in real
estate market all over USA with focus on bankruptcy and non performing loans. Arif serves on the
Strategy Team for Tetco Stores LP representing 450 retailers with innovative ideas for running a
better business and keeping up with the changing times. He also serving as the Corporate Manager/
Fund Raiser for the Aga Khan Foundation USA North Texas Team for the past 4 years.

Eno Inoyo is an Account Executive for Western Union, managing over 300 Western Union key agents
in the DFW area. Eno is very actively involved with grassroots efforts and has very close ties with
Community Leaders in Dallas, all over the USA and in Nigeria. Eno was a popular Television
Newscaster with the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA). As an Advanced Toastmaster, Eno mentors
adults and young kids to help them eliminate the fear of public speaking to become great speakers.

Patrick Jackson is a Councilmember of the City of Rowlett, Texas. In addition, he is the President
and CEO of Emrick Services I ncorporated. He 4
Association. In the past, he had served as the Commissioner of Rowlett Planning and Zoning
Commission, Board Member of Rowlett Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and President of the
Sierra Leone Association of Dallas. He is very proud that he was named Sierra Leone Grammar
School Al umniRerAssm co-fa 0tDIBa& . Year

Lisa Jeon has wide-ranging experience managing volunteers, coordinating professional and cultural
exchanges in the non-profit and private sector. She is Director of International Relations at the Greater
Dallas Korean American Chamber of Commerce, Director of Tesserae DFW Language & Culture, and
serves on the Advisory Board of the Greater Dallas Asian American Chamber of Commerce. She is a
member of several Korean community organizations and regularly assists them with recruitment,
event planning, fundraising, and outreach.

Noorjehan Javed was born in Pakistan and was a public school teacher in Karachi, Pakistan before
relocating to the United States in 1984. She has more than 15 years of experience with American
Airlines, and has been honored by the airline twice with the PAACESETTER award. She has also
represented the airline at the AWomen of Col or
of the Muslim Employee Resource Group and is a member of the American Airlines Diversity Advisory
Council.

Nadirshah (Nick) Jivani serves as Chairman of the Volunteer Committee for North Texas for the Aga
Khan Foundation. Before joining AKF, Nick spent the past 9 years in Ismaili Council for Northern
Texas working as Education Board Chairman followed by Member for Volunteers, HRD, and MIS.
Nick is granted 2 US Patents in Information Technology by the US Patent Office. When he is not
spending time raising awareness and leading the Partners In Action volunteer team, he is an
Information Technology Manager with Spring Nextel headquartered in Overland Park, Kansas.




Marvin Jones is a native of Anniston, Alabama and is the Manager, Diversity And Inclusion for Mary
Kay, Inc, where he has worked for 15yrs. He has worked prior for Kraft,Inc. and the Dallas Urban
League in Human Resources related positions. Marvin currently serves as the President, Of the
Dallas Chapter Of The National Association Of African-Americans. He has also served as President
Of The Dallas Chapter Of The National Pan-Hellenic Council and Basileus Of Theta Alpha Chapter Of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.

Ronald E. Jones is a native of Dallas and is the mayor of Garland. He has also served in many other
government roles, was an adjunct professor at ElI Centro College for 10 years, and is an associate
pastor at New Hope Baptist Church. He is very active in the Kiwanis Club and is a board member of
the Garland Civic Theater and The Achievement Center. Mayor Jones is also a certified counselor a
former board member of the New Beginnings Center, and has been a member of the Garland
Citizensd Police Academy Al umn iAmérisas DaskiFartcei on an

Andrzej Kaminski was born in Gdansk, Poland and moved to the United States in 1997. His telecom
career began in Poland and took him to France and Canada before bringing him to the U.S. He is the
Solution Manager for optical transport at Nokia Siemens Networks, and also serves as president of
the Polish American Foundation of Texas.

Mina Kini, as the Director of Texas Health Resources, leads the area of Diversity and Inclusion
focused on building workforce diversity as well as providing culturally appropriate care to our
multicultural and multilingual communities at all Texas Health Hospitals. Mina as a change agent has
experience in non-profit organizations in various roles in education, community building and social
science research. With 20 years of professional experience in international and US settings, Mina has
Masters degrees in Social Work and in Human Resource Development.

Brian Kwesiga serves on the board for the Ugandan American Association. He was Vice Chair of the
International Committee of the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) and President of the SMU
NSBE Chapter. While a student at SMU, Brian had the opportunity to study abroad in Sao Paolo,
Brazil. He is the recipient of the Outstanding African Student Leadership Award from DFW
International Community Alliance as well as a member of its 2009 Hall of Fame. He holds a Bachelor
of Science in Electrical Engineering and a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies from SMU.

Shelly M. Lambe is originally from Cameroon. He attended the University of Oklahoma where he
earned a MBA in Finance and is a Certified Public Accountant. He now works as a Financial Manager
and is involved with the Air Traffic Organization and the Federal Aviation Administration in Fort Worth,
Texas. He is married and has two children.

Luis Lara is a journalist for Novedades News, Hispano News and El Lider USA. He graduated from
the faculty of Social Communication and Journalism at La Universidad Central in Bogot4, Colombia.
He is the owner and founder of Lara Advertising and of El Club Social y Deportes Colombiana de
DFW. He is Vice President of Asociacion Colombiana del Metroplex and a volunteer for Mothers
Against Drunk Driving.

Dr. Nia MacKay Aside from being trained researcher and educator, she has served as president of
Muslimah Indonesia, Vice Chair and Chair of the Islamic Association of North Texas Women's
Committee. She was Communications Director for the 3 International Women's Peace Conference in
2007 sponsored by Peacemakers Incorporated where she also became the first Muslim president its
Board of Directors and promoted the adoption of the Castleberry Peace Institute at UNTs, as part of
its Peace Studies Program. She is currently spoke person of North Texas Islamic Council and
Secretary for the Dallas Women Coalition.




Priscilla Madu was born in Nigeria and is the president and founder of the Nigerian Women's
Association DFW. A registered nurse, she received her Bachelor's degree from Texas Woman's
University and a BS in Banking & Finance from UST-Port Harcourt, Nigeria. She is currently the
Program/Clinical Director at Metromed Nursing Institute, Garland TX. and the Executive
Director/Medical Mission Ambassador of the nonprofit Noble Aide Foundation Inc. Priscilla's passion
includes empowering women and helping the less-privileged.

Raul MagdalenoisDi r ect or of Diversity in Community Ou

Arts. Raul was born in Mexico, growing up poor and sometimes homeless, through scholarships he
was able to earn a college degree. Raul has rechanneled years of negative experiences into
educational programs for immigrant youth. At the age of 13, he earned a U.S. Congressional Gold
Medal , and he has also received the Reconcili
t he U. S. sBtuders $SedvieerAwvaid for outstanding leadership in the community.

a

Maggie Marinova worked for a decade working as a Human Resource professional, and currently is
a project manager in the oil and gas industry. As a passionate dancer, event organizer and promoter
of her country Bulgaria, she created the Bulgarian folk dance ensemble "Lyush" in 2008, and in 2009
established the Bulgarian-American Cultural Center "Bulgare", a non-profit organization focused on
fostering awareness, understanding and appreciation of the wealth of Bulgarian historical and cultural
heritage.

Jose Martinez accepted a new position with Target as a Group Facilities Manager overseeing the
facilities at 70 stores in Texas and Oklahoma. He was also a Store Team Leader in Frisco for 2 years
and in Wichita Falls, TX for 3 years. He has worked for Kmart Corporation as a Store Manager for 6
years and held different positions within Kmart as Hardlines Manager, Operations Manager, and
Softlines Manager. He graduated fromt he Uni versity of Phoeni x wi
Management and is currently pursuing an MBA at The University of North Texas in Denton.

t

Javier Mazon is a Senior Managing Executive working for domestic as well as international hi-

technologycor por ati ons. . Javierds background includ

Instruments, Inc. and Oki Data Americas, Inc. as well as executive positions in the US, Brazil, Mexico,
and Central America. Presently Javier is Founder/President and Managing Director - Group
Lamerica, L.L.C. based in Dallas.

Eric H. Mossett is originally from the Eastern Shore of Virginia and attended Virginia Union
University, where he majored in Business Administration with a minor in Taxation. While having a
well-rounded career in a series of diverse areas of business, he is currently the CEO of Mossett
Enterprises, and Youdre The Man Producti ons,
He is also pursuing a career as a (CRNA) Certified Registered Nurse Anaesthetist.

a

Vinicio Mota has more than 15 years of experience as an international business executive and
diplomat. He has served as a Consul General for the Dominican Republic in San Francisco and has
directed the diplomatic service for the Dominican Republic in California, where he coordinated efforts
to establish and improve commercial exchange programs. He has served as President of Trans
Continental Trading and the Latin American Consular Association and is President of the Dominican
Cultural Society of Dallas and Fort Worth.




Agnes Muthoni holds a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Southern Methodist University,
where she received a full merit-based scholarship to pursue her degree. In addition to her scholarly
achievements, Agnes has distinguished herself in the corporate sector as a change management
consultant and project manager in the Pharmacy Benefit Industry. Stemming from her flagship of
unity and collaboration, Agnes is the current Vice Chairperson of the Kenyan Community Organization
which seeks to unite all Kenyans in the DFW region

Amir Omar was elected onto the Richardson City Council in 2011. He is Palestinian/lranian American
who is employed by Verizon Communications and has worked in the communications field in sales
and management for 10 years. Over the years, Amir has also participated in numerous committees,
task forces, and non-profit organizations including the Richardson Regional Medical Center
Foundation board, the Richardson Citizens Police Academy, Richardson Citizens Fire Academy,
Richardson Toastmasters, Friends of the Eisemann Center, and Leadership Richardson Class 24.

Conrad Ornstein is a former KPMG/Peat Marwick management analyst, United States Agency for
International (USAID) advisor, and Director of Field Operations for a USAID institutional strengthening
project in Jamaica, W.l. He lived and worked in the Caribbean region for ten years. Conrad is on the
board of directors of the North Texas Council for International Visitors, which works with the US State
Department to bring foreign visitors to Dallas to meet with local professionals on a variety of
professional and cultural exchange programs.

Mariana Peterson was born in Peru and has 18 years of experience as an English-Spanish translator
and simultaneous interpreter in the sales, marketing, motivation, business development and legal
fields. She has worked as volunteer with The Family Place with children victims of domestic violence
and is currently a volunteer translator for the St. Vincent de Paul Association in Carrollton/Farmers
Branch. Mariana is a Board Member of MAPLE - Mision de Amparo y Proteccién Legal para los
Peruanos en el Exterior and is raising funds for Peruvian Nanny Ada Cuadros6 def ens e

Miriam Rodriguez holds a degree in Library Sciences from Havana University (Cuba) and an MLS
from the University of North Texas. As Multicultural Services Coordinator for the Dallas Public Library
she links resources and customers to enhance lives, in particular of those who are Limited English
Proficient and Immigrants. Knowing that education is the key to success she promotes programs and
resources available to all. In her off time she is involved with the immigrant community in Dallas
helping with acculturation issues and referral issues to services needed by new residents.

Dr. Raed Omar Sheit works as a lecturer at the Engineering Technology Department of UNT in
addition to working as a Software Engineer and Project Manager at Verizon Communications. Dr.
Sbeit is also very involved as a volunteer in Verizon Volunteer Partner in Education where he tutors
kids in the Irving School District. He is ver
Youth Director and project leader where he helped open a MAS Youth Center in North Texas that
allows Muslim youth to grow their civic identities and become active citizens.

$QDVWDVLD 37 D Vik dreslen? &% community leader in District 3 and Councilman Dave
Newmands appoi nt e eirstConmissioa. SBaihlaststate, aduntyfandfcity political
experience through years of involvement at all government levels and also ran the family restaurant,
the Torch Restaurant. She has been an active member of the Texas House of Representatives
Legislat i ve Ladies Club since 1966. She was Pres
Auxiliary and numerous other organizations.

Lucy (Ekhlas) Sirelkhtim has a B.S. in Computer Science from DeVry University and is an
M.B.A. student at Phoenix University Graduate School of Business. She joined Nokia as
Senior Telecommunication Engineer and has worked for the Sudanese Canadian Women
Society in Toronto for 6 years. Lucy believes that education is the key to personal fulfillment
and improving the quality of life in our communities.




