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CO CHAIR for PROGRAMMING:  Betru Gebregziabher is Speaker of the Ethiopian Leadership 
Council and President of the Ethiopian American Chamber of Commerce in DFW. He was president of 
Addis Ababa Chamber of Commerce before moving to the U.S.A. Professionally; Betru is a Mortgage 
Banker & International Trade and Development specialist. 
 
 

 

 

 
CO CHAIR for CORPORATE RELATIONS:  Arif Ralph Hooda was born in Karachi Pakistan and has 
been in the service station business for the past 25 years with expertise in turn around management. He 
is President of 3 LLC'S investing in real estate market all over USA with focus on bankruptcy and non 
performing loans. Arif serves on the Strategy Team for Tetco Stores LP representing 450 retailers with 
innovative ideas for running a better business and keeping up with the changing times. He also serves 
as the Corporate Manager/ Fund Raiser for the Aga Khan Foundation USA North Texas Team for the 
past 4 years. 
 

 

 

 
CO CHAIR for COMMUNITIES:  Nia MacKay is a researcher and educator who has served as 
president of Muslimah Indonesia, Chair of the Islamic Association of North Texas Women's Committee, 
Communications Director for the 2007 3

rd
 International Women's Peace Conference in 2007, president 

of the Board of Peacemakers, and advocate of the adopttion of the Castleberry Peace Institute at UNT..  
She is currently spokesperson of North Texas Islamic Council and Secretary for the Dallas Women 
Coalition. 
 

 

 
 

 
VICE CHAIR for COMMUNITIES:  Rev. Bill Matthews serves as chair of the Interfaith Council, Thanks-
Giving Square Foundation of Dallas, Texas Division President of United Nations Association of the 
U.S.A. He is past president of the Dallas Chapter, UNA USA and the Dallas Peace Center. The retired 
United Methodist clergyman has served posts in the Philippines, South Pacific (Fiji), Italy and the former 
Soviet Union, in addition to church-related appointments in the U. S. 
 

 

 

 
CO SECRETARY:  Hurai Betts is the former president of the Gambian Texas Association and is a 
current remember of the African Leadership Council 
 

 

 
 

 
CO SECRETARY:  Florence Coker-Campbell, from Sierra Leone, is a Systems Integration Specialist 
for Perot Systems.  She earned her Bachelors of Science degree in Human Relations and Business 
Administration from Amberton University in Dallas, Texas.  She is the former President and current 
Board Member for Sisters of Sierra Leone of North Texas, a non-profit organization dedicated to aid 
displaced women and children victimized by the war in Sierra Leone.  She sits on the Boards of various 
organizations. 
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PRESIDENT & FOUNDER: Anne Marie Weiss-Armush founded DFW International in 1998 and 
currently serves as President. She has produced the Dallas International Festival for 12 years, and has 
added the Fiesta Latinoamericana! and African Unity Festival to the organizationôs initiatives.  A 
Fulbright scholar to Mexico, former Spanish teacher, and author of 4 books on Middle Eastern culture, 
Ms. Weiss-Armush lived 11 years in Saudi Arabia.  She was named Dallas óPeacemaker of the Yearô for 
2003 and she serves as a commentator on international and immigrant cultures. 
 

 

 
 

 
FORMER CHAIR: Lynne Richardson was born in Coventry, England and is President of Zing Telecom 
and a Coventry Ambassador. She joined DFW International while Executive Director of the British-
American Business Council.  During years of work with global arts groups, she has held positions with 
TITAS, Dallas Business Committee for the Arts, Arts District Chorale, Orpheus Chamber Singers and 
The Dance Council. She also has experience as a journalist for the Financial Times of London, Reuters, 
and other press. 
 

 

 
 

 
CORPORATE RELATIONS: Ari Besefki arrived in the United States at age 18, after living in a refugee 
camp for 4 years in southeast Turkey.  Born in Kurdistan, Iraq; he graduated from UT Dallas with a 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in 2000; and earned an Executive MBA from UT Dallas 
in 2008. He works as a proprietary equities and derivatives trader. 
 

 

 

 
CORPORATE RELATIONS:   Evelyne Djamat-Dubois came to the United States from Cote dôIvoire 
and completed an MBA at Texas A&M University.  She works in market research, specializing in client 
services, and is fluent in  French and English.  Evelyne is currently the President of AIT (Association of 
Ivorians in Texas), and has also managed the groupôs public relations.  She has written articles for the 
Ivorian Association newsletter, ñLôAbidjanais,ò and is a member of the Dallas/Fort Worth American 
Marketing Association.  
 

 

 

 
CORPORATE RELATIONS:  David Griggs is the President of DallasïSaratov Sister City, Inc. For the 
past decade, he has led and hosted numerous delegations to and from Saratov, Russia pursuing 
cultural, civic and humanitarian connections. He has also been a board member of the United Nations 
Association and the Dallas Democratic Forum. Professionally, David works as an attorney with The Law 
Office of Wendel A. Withrow in the Dallas area. He is also an adjunct professor of American 
Government at Brookhaven College. 
 

 

 
 

 
CORPORATE RELATIONS: Javier Mazon is a Senior Managing Executive working for domestic as 
well as international hi-technology corporations.. Javierôs background includes successful executive 
assignments for Texas Instruments, Inc. and Oki Data Americas, Inc. as well as executive positions in 
the US, Brazil, Mexico, and Central America.   Presently Javier is Founder/President and Managing 
Director - Group Lamerica, L.L.C. based in Dallas. 
 

 

 
 

 
CORPORATE RELATIONS:  Bob Peterson was born in Salt Lake City, Utah and "immigrated" to 
Texas over 30 years ago. He works as an Inventory Analyst and is active as the Treasurer for St. 
Vincent de Paul Society in the Carrollton and Farmers Branch. He is also a board member of MAPLE - 
Mision de Amparo y Proteccion Legal para los Peruanos en el Exterior which is actively supporting the 
appeal and re-trial funding efforts for Peruvian Nanny Ada Cuadros. He is proud to be an active member 
of DFW International's Council of International Leaders 
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CORPORATE RELATIONS:  Juan J. Williams is the CEO/President of NVisionit Financial Solutions.  
At the age of twelve he came to the United States from Trinidad and Tobago. For the past 10 years he 
has participated in Real Men Cook Charities along with his son to promote male involvement, education, 
outreach and advocacy on food resource, healthy eating, healthcare and public policies on these issues. 
The recipient of Best Booth for over 7 years, he is proud to be selected by his Peers and other media 
members to represent men helping their families all over America.   

 

 
 

 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS:  Trang Dang-Le is a native Vietnamese. She is a realtor for Keller Williams 
Realty and a Vice President of Membership for The Vietnamese North Texas (VACCONT). She is also 
on the Board of Directors for Asian Real American Chamber of Commerce of Estate Association of 
America (AREAA). Trang really enjoys working and volunteering her time for the community. 
 
  

  

Dr. Basheer Ahmed, born in India, is the founder and chairman of Muslim Community Center for 

Human Services, North Texas. This organization provides charitable medical and social services to the 
indigent residents of North Texas since 1995. He is a fellow of Royal College of Psychiatrist, London, 
Royal College of Physicians, Canada and he is a distinguish life fellow of American Psychiatric 
Association. He is a former professor of Psychiatry South Western Medical School and is currently 
practicing Psychiatry in Fort Worth Texas.  
 

 

 
 

 
Amanda Alexander holds a Ph.D. in Art Education.  Her research and work in the Peace Corps 
provided her the opportunity to live and work in Peru, South America where she learned to speak fluent 
Spanish and conversational Portuguese.  She is an Assistant Professor at the University of Texas ï 
Arlington where she is working to share her global experiences in the classroom with an array of 
students and the diverse Arlington/Dallas populations, and to help facilitate community arts programs. 
 

 

 
 

 
Gloria Bahamon, PhD, is a native of Zipaguira, Colombia, and serves as the assistant deputy vice 
chancellor on the UNT-Dallas campus.  Gloria serves on numerous boards and committees including 
the Texas Association of Chicanos in Higher Education and the Texas ñClosing the Gapò Parent Institute 
Committee, and has received numerous awards including the UNT Community Award, UNT Outstanding 
Service Award, Leadership Texas Scholarship, Hispanic Friends of UNT Vela Award, and the UNT 
Ronald E. McNair Outstanding Service Award. 

 

 
 

 
Noeli Piccoli Biggs is originally from Brazil.  Currently she is an International Programs Coordinator at 
Richland College.  Noeli has a master degree in International Relations and her passion is to promote 
international social development by cultural understanding with a strong commitment for Peace, Human 
Rights, Women Empowerment and Global Sustainability.  Noeli Biggs also works with the Dallas 
Saratov Sister Cities organization.  She won the Earl Eames Award in 2008. 
 

 

 

 
Froswaô Booker-Drew is Community Youth Development Director for the Southeastern Region of the 
US for World Vision US Programs managing staff and programming in DFW, West Virginia, Florida and 
Georgia. She also serves as board member of the Texas Association of Nonprofit Organizations, Girls 
IncðTarrant County and the Dallas American Red Cross Diversity Leadership Team where she also 
serves as a Community Relations Liaison.  Froswa was named Diversity Ambassador for the American 
Red Cross and received the Zeta Phi Beta Sororityôs 2009 Woman of the Year Award. 
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Gurdarshan Singh Brar is an Indian-born Environmental Scientist. GB has served the US Department 
of Agriculture and US Army Corps of Engineerôs Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory.  
He is the President of newly formed Gurdwara Akaljot, an American Sikh worship place.  Dr. Brar is also 
serving on Interfaith Council Thanks-Giving Square, Punjabi Cultural Association of North Texas, 
MetroTex Association of Realtors Committees and other community organizations. 
 

 

 

 
Frank Byaruhanga is the Vice-President and International Community Outreach for African Cultural 
Exchange for the African Cultural Exchange Inc.  Raised in Uganda.  He is a Texas entrepreneur is 
active in community projects in collaboration with H.E.B. independent School District.   He holds a Bsc in 
Quantitative Economics from Makerere University Kampala (Uganda), and is a Graduate of Political 
Science from the University of Texas Arlington. He is currently a Research fellow in "Politics of 
International conflicts-War and Genocide" in UTA. 
 

 

 
 

 
Marianela Caballero a native of Tegucigalpa, Honduras has served on numerous boards for cultural 
and political organizations, actually President of Hondurenos Unidos de Dallas, a Hondurean non-profit 
organization.  She has many years of retail management experience works for Family Dollar 
Corporation. 
 

 

 
 

 
Rosa Maria Crocker was born in Paraguay.  She was the president for the Collin County Adult Literacy 
Council in 2008 and currently serves as the Literacy Programs & Plaza Coordinator at Plano ISD. 
 

 

 
 

 
Lawrence Dagadu a native of Ghana, West Africa migrated to the United States in 1971. He was 
educated at Claflin University, South Carolina. He has worked with Dow Chemical and Celanese 
Chemical Company, and since retirement is involved in several international and local community 
activities. He also finds time to manage a global sales and marketing operations for a multi-million dollar 
printing and publishing corporation from his Dallas, Texas office. 
 

 

 

 
Daniel de Cordoba is a native Texan and, after a professional career spanning the globe from concert 
halls in Europe to the Broadway stage, returned to his home state in 1992 to found and direct the Daniel 
de Córdoba Bailes Españoles Company.  He has worked with leading Spanish dancers including 
Antonio Ruiz, Roberto Iglesias, Mario Maya, and Carmen Mora and Jose Greco.  Daniel has received 
numerous grants and recognition from the United States, Mexico, Korea and Spain, and also teaches at 
the Dance Arts Center. 
 

 

 
Elena Fannon is a Field Sales Leader with Allstate Insurance Company, based out of the Texas 
Regional Office in Irving, Texas. Elena attained the insurance professional designations of CIC, CSR 
and CLTC.  Primary responsibilities are:  working with Allstate Agency Owners under 24 months and 
recruiting.   

 

 
 

 

Greg Eastin has worked in health care with physicians, hospitals and managed care plans for the 

majority of his career in strategic planning and marketing. Greg has managed all phases of the 

development process, from planning and fund raising to construction and initial operation of new 

facilities. He has provided executive leadership for private hospitals in consulting, taught at UTSW in 

the Health Services Administration and at Parkland Health and Hospital System, in addition to serving 

on a number of community boards and other organizations.   
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Juanita Elizondo is the Director of Corporate Relations for Fiesta Mart, Inc, overseeing the areas of 
corporate philanthropy and government affairs for the stores in Houston, Dallas, Ft. Worth and Austin.  
Ms. Elizondo has served as a Board Member of the United Way of the Texas Gulf Coast as well as 
numerous United Way agencies and other non-profit agencies.   She serves as a Board Member of the 
Houston Public Library Foundation, Mental Health America of Greater Houston, Julia C. Hester House 
and the Texas Program for Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY). 
 

 

   
 

 
Yilma Feleke was born in Addis Abeba, Ethiopia and moved to the United States in order to attend 
university.  He graduated from the UTArlington in business administrations and is president of Allied 
Financial Services.  Yilma serves as chairman of the Mutual Assistance Association for The Ethiopian  
community (MAAEC) in Dallas and as chairman of the Social Committee at St. Michael Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church in Garland. 
 

 

 
 

 
Linda Flores was born in Colombia, and works at UT Southwestern Medical Center 
Clinical Research Coordinator.  Her experiences as a Parkland Health Clinical translator and community 
volunteer reflect her commitment to sharing educational information with the new immigrant through 
projects relating to culture, health and community development. 

 

 

 
Stephanie Gray-Couser received her BS degree in Marketing and Information Systems from UT-
Arlington, is a certified Paralegal, and has been with Wells Fargo Home Mortgage for eight years.  She 
is the A.V.P. and Regional Emerging Markets Manager for Wells Fargo Home Mortgage for Dallas and 
Ft. Worth, and works to develop and enlarge Wells Fargoôs role and presence in the ethnic minority and 
low-to-moderate income communities.  Stephanie has served on a wide variety of community boards. 
 

 

 

 
Carrie F. Gordon, Ph.D. has over 23 years of Housing and Urban Planning experience with the City of 
Dallas where she is currently employed full-time. She is the first African-American female Mayor of the 
City of Balch Springs, TX. She is also a professional female vocalist with her husband's orchestra/show 
band.  Recently appointed to the Texas Municipal League's Municipal Revenue and Finance Committee, 
she is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Texas Association of Black Council Members, and 
The Recording Academy/Grammy Awards. 
 

 

 
 

 
Saduman Gurbuz serves as a president of the TURANT, Board Member of Texas Turkish PAC and 
Member of Advisory Board of Turks Living Abroad. Born in Trabzon, Turkey, in 1999, she raised 
$120,000 for Turkish earthquake victims.  During her many years of volunteering, she started Turkish 
festivals in Texas and organized music festivals in 11 cities in the U.S. and Canada in 1998.  She is the 
leader of Turkish-American friendship group, and her many awards include 'Angels of Dallas', Women of 
Spirit Award from Jewish Congress. 

 

 

 
Ana Hernandez is Vice President at BB&T Commercial Banking Group and specializes in assisting 
businesses.. Born in Mexico and raised in El Paso, she has served in numerous non for profit 
organizations boards and committees, she  currently serves as president for the Hispanic Bankers 
Association and is involved with the Hispanic Womenôs Network of Texas in their Education Series and 
Women In Need (WIN) committees.  In addition she currently serves on the Bank on Dallas Financial 
Literacy Education committee and volunteers with the YWCA. 
 

 

 
 

 
Karen Hill-Vasquez has over 20 yearsô experience in Human Resources at State Farm and is currently 
the Manager of Diversity and Inclusion for State Farm Insurance Companiesô Texas Zone. She is 
responsible for driving State Farmôs Diversity and Inclusion initiatives by aligning them with the 
companyôs overall strategies to engage all associates in serving its diverse customer base in Texas.  
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Celeste Hutka is the Vice President/Relationship Manager for Citibank.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Eno Inoyo is an Account Executive for Western Union, managing over 300 Western Union key agents 
in the DFW area.  Eno is very actively involved with grassroots efforts and has very close ties with 
Community Leaders in Dallas, all over the USA and in Nigeria.  Eno was a popular Television 
Newscaster with the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA).  As an Advanced Toastmaster, Eno mentors 
adults and young kids to help them eliminate the fear of public speaking to become great speakers.  
 

 

 
 

 
Patrick Jackson is Deputy Mayor Pro Tem of the City of Rowlett, Texas.  In addition, he is the 
President and CEO of Emrick Services Incorporated.  He also serves as President of the Marinerôs 
Homeowners Association.  In the past, he had served as the Commissioner of Rowlett Planning and 
Zoning Commission, Board Member of Rowlett Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and President of 
the Sierrae Association of Dallas.  He is very proud that he was named Sierra Leone Grammar School 
Alumniôs Association ñPerson of the Year- 2008ò. 

 

 

 
Chris John was born on the beautiful Caribbean Island of Aruba and was raised on the gorgeous 
Islands of Trinidad and Tobago.  He is currently employed as the Quality Assurance Analyst for one of 
the largest Insurers of Churches in the United States, GuideOne Insurance.  Chris is the President of the 
Caribbean Association of Texas and enjoys coaching and playing soccer in the North Dallas Soccer 
Association.   

 

 
 

 
Galileo Jumaoas is the Executive Director of the Greater Dallas Asian American Chamber. 

 

 

 
Benedict Kazora was born in Tanzania but raised and educated in Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda. He 
holds a BSc in Electrical and Computer Engineering Technology and has always been very actively 
involved in his community. He serves on the board of the East Africa Chamber of Commerce, is 
treasurer for the Ugandan American Association of Dallas Fort Worth, and a member of the Association 
of Tanzanians in Dallas. He and his friends began BUNAA, a nonprofit whose core mission is to 
eradicate poverty in Africa  through education. 
 

 

 

 
Tom Keener serves as Cultural Arts Manager for the Allen Public Library where the celebrated Bach to 
Books program features programs that strive to build bridges between neighbors and cultures. However, 
Mr. Keener notes that his biggest honors are received when "guests declare that they received healing, 
inner peace or nurturing by attending the programs". On a personal note, Mr. Keener's great 
grandmother, Ida Chitwood, built the Old Mill Inn for the 1936 Texas Centennial, which still stands at the 
Fair Park in Dallas. 
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Mina Kini, as the Director of Texas Health Resources, leads the area of Diversity and Inclusion focused 
on building workforce diversity as well as providing culturally appropriate care to our multicultural and 
multilingual communities at all Texas Health Hospitals.  Mina as a change agent has experience in non-
profit organizations in various roles in education, community building and social science research. With 
20 years of professional experience in international and US settings, Mina has Masters degrees in 
Social Work and in Human Resource Development. 
 

 

 
 

 
Shane Koohi was born in Tehran, Iran and came to the US in 1979. He moved to Dallas after 
graduating from the University of Tennessee and is a network integration engineer.  He has been active 
in the Iranian community for over 15 years, and coordinates the Persian communications list.  He is one 
of the founders of the non-profit Texas Persian Cultural Center and currently serves as the vice 
president of the Community Relief Foundation of Dallas. 

 

 
 

 
Baba Kwasi leads by example through teaching, consulting, performing and providing motivational 
lectures and storytelling dealing with history, heritage, culture and the science of communication through 
music, language, sounds and vibrations.   He is the founder of the Ayubu Kamau Kings and Queens 
African Dance and Drum program for youth. 

 

 
 

 
Luis Lara is a journalist for Novedades News, Hispano News and El Líder USA.  He graduated from the 
faculty of Social Communication and Journalism at La Universidad Central in Bogotá, Colombia.  He is 
the owner and founder of Lara Advertising and of El Club Social y Deportes Colombiana de DFW.  He is 
Vice President of Asociación Colombiana del Metroplex and a volunteer for Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving.   
 

 

 
 

 
Eo Lao, born in Cambodia, is part of Ernst & Young's Americas People Infrastructure Team 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Elaine Martin is a native of Ireland who moved to Dallas in 1994. Licensed as a lawyer in Ireland and 
Texas, she has focused on immigration law, spending many years with major local and international 
immigration law firms. In 2010 she became the Global Managing Director for Paragon Relocation's  
subsidiary: Paragon GeoImmigration. Since taking this position, Elaine has developed a network of 
immigration specialists worldwide, travelling frequently to meet them and clients. Elaine actively 
volunteers with Big Brother Big Sisters and with the AT&T Performing Arts Center in Dallas. 
 

 

 
 

 
Shelly M. Lambe is originally from Cameroon.  He attended the University of Oklahoma where he 
earned a MBA in Finance and is a Certified Public Accountant.  He now works as a Financial Manager 
and is involved with the Air Traffic Organization and the Federal Aviation Administration in Fort Worth, 
Texas.  He is married and has two children 
 

 

 

 
Cecil Morgan has been a small business consultant for over 25 years.  He is a current member of the 
Texas Council for International Visitors and was past national Board of Directors member, and former 
Advocacy Committee Chairman, of the National Council for International Visitors in Washington D.C.  
He was also a former President of the World Affairs Council of Greater Fort Worth and in all of these 
capacities; he met and hosted international visitors and foreign leaders from all over the world. 
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Peter Mwaniki was born in Kenya, and is a National Accounts Executive for Dr. Pepper Snapple. He 
graduated from the University of Texas at Dallas, with a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration. 
He is the founder of the Kenyan Community - DFW organization, helping to advance the well being of 
the ever-growing Kenyan Community in DFW metroplex. 

 

 
 

 
Patrick Obinabo is the owner and the creative manager of Kalahari, Inc. an African food manufacturing 
/ catering company.  Patrick holds an MBA degree in statistics and worked for several years as a risk 
manager for two Fortune 500 companies before deciding on a career in food creation. Chef Patrick has 
prepared many of his authentic recipes on several television programs: Good Morning Texas, Good Day 
Dallas, Insights, and Metro and has self-published cookbook featuring an array of recipes for preparing 
black-eyed peas. 
 

 

 
 

 
Raffi Ohanian is the Vice President of Epygi Technologies, in Plano for the past 6 years. Prior to Epygi, 
he worked for Inet Technologies (now Tektronix) for ten years, as an engineer, a manager, and later 
Director of Engineering. He received two patent awards for innovative designs accordingly. He also 
serves as the chairman of the council at St. Sarkis Armenian Church in Carrollton, overseeing church 
operations, cultural programs and organizing the Armeniafest annual cultural festival. 

 

 
 

 
Khesey Pich, born in Cambodia, has been involved with the Cambodian-American Association of 
Dallas since its inception in 1995 and currently served as a board of directors, previously she was the 
President.  

 

 

 
 

 
Charles Pierce is a Client Relationship Manager/Marketing Executive with Edge Learning.  As one of 
the One of founding board members of Nehemiahôs Vision for Hurricane Recovery he helped restore 
700 homes through three major Gulf Coast Hurricanes.  He has served President of Board of Directors 
of Orange County Water Control and Improvement District #1, is a volunteer at the Dallas VA Hospital, 
and a member of the North Texas Council for International Visitors program.  (NTCIV) 
 

 

 
 

 
Carmen M. Ramirez currently serves as co-chair for the Texas German Day Council, on the board of 
the German International School of Dallas and the board of the Dallas Goethe Center - the "Center for 
German Language and Culture in North Texas."  She grew up in Lincoln, Nebraska in a family actively 
engaged with programs for foreign students from all over the world.  After two years living in Germany, 
she and her husband resettled in Dallas where she has been active in communications and with 
education organizations, including St. Mark's School of Texas and St. Alcuin Montessori School. 
 

 

 
 

 
Mark Robertson is currently the Senior Regional Sales Executive with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas. 
Mark has over 20 years of experience in the Health Care Industry. He is a graduate of Western 
Kentucky University with a Bachelor of Science in Health Care Administration.  
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David Robinson began his career with Brinker International in 2004 as a Buyer of ASI Products and 
Uniforms. In 2005, he was promoted to Manager of the Brand Image buying group, managing the team 
responsible for sourcing and contracting ASI, Uniform and Print Products and services for Brinker. In 
September 2006, David accepted the position of Supplier Diversity Manager. David volunteers his time 
as a CASA (Count Appointed Special Advocate) for children removed from their homes by CPS, among 
other activities and interests. 
 

  

 
 

 
Anastasia ñTasieò Semos is a resident and community leader in District 3 and Councilman Dave 
Newmanôs appointee to the Cultural Affairs Commission.  She has state, county and city political 
experience through years of involvement at all government levels and also ran the family restaurant, the 
Torch Restaurant.  She has been an active member of the Texas House of Representatives Legislative 
Ladies Club since 1966.  She was President of the Texas Restaurant Associationôs Ladies Auxiliary and 
numerous other organizations. 

    

 
 

 
Todd Spinks, Ph.D., is the Director of the Office of Sustainability at the University of North Texas. 
Before holding his current position, he worked as Special Projects Coordinator for the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, where he managed groundbreaking sustainability efforts in research 
and outreach. Dr. Spinks is a veteran of the U.S. Army, serving much of his time in many parts of the 
world including Southeast Asia and the Middle East. 
 

 

 
 

 

Cathrine Steenstrup, manages two subsidiaries at Comerica Incorporated, with 80 private equity and 
venture capital funds and a nation-wide warrants portfolio under administration. She has been a 
passionate sustainability advocate since the mid-eighties, partly as a result of growing up in Greenland. 
Named a 2010/2011 Woman of the Year by the U.S. National Association of Professional Women. She 
has joined global sustainability conferences in Mexico, Turkey, Sweden, Denmark and the United 
States, including the World Water Forum and COP 15 climate change conference. 
 

 

 
 

 
Trevor Szymanski is the Vice President of Business Banking in North Texas and Oklahoma. He has 
over 9 years of Retail and Business Banking experience starting in the SE Michigan Market, continuing 
in the Scottsdale, AZ Market and currently in the North Texas & Oklahoma Markets.  Trevor holds a BA 
from Michigan State University with a Major in Supply Chain Management with Honors and a MBA from 
Oakland University with a specialization in Finance.   
 
 

 

 
 

 
Rosario Tejada is from Lima, Peru. She holds a degree in Business Administration and Marketing and 
she is working towards a Certificate in Event and Meeting Management. She is bilingual (English/ 
Spanish) active member of the Peruvian community in the Dallas/ Ft. Worth Metroplex. 

 

 
 

 
Martin Valko represents the Slovak Republic as its Honorary Consul to Texas. He is a partner at an 
immigration law firm of Chavez & Valko, LLP at its Dallas office. His practice focuses exclusively on 
representing both individual and corporate clients in all types of U.S. immigration matters. Martin 
received his Juris Doctor degree from Oklahoma City University School of Law and a Master of Law 
degree from Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law.  He serves as a legal advisor on 
U.S. immigration laws to the Mexican Consulate in Dallas and the Slovak Embassy to the U.S. 
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Cesar Velasco is the senior director of International Marketing, Communications and Community 
Development for FCDallas. He has more than 20 years of business experience in North America 
(Mexico, USA, Canada) in all aspects of marketing, advertising, sales, management, negotiation etc. He 
has appeared on several publications, newspapers and magazines in Canada, US and Mexico, and has 
been awarded with several recognitions   Originally from Mexico City, he and his family moved to the 
metroplex from Toronto Canada late in 2011. 

 

 

 
 

 
Doc Vranici is the owner of Brothers Pizza in McKinney, Texas and founder of the Albanian-American 
Heritage Center.  Doc has his Nonprofit Management Certificate from the Nonprofit Center of Dallas.  He 
attended Mountain View Community College to obtain his BS in Career Piloting and has over 300 flying 
hours.  He also enjoys spending time as a mentor for Reach programs in McKinney.   

 

 
 

 
Gregg Wallace is a Consultant with Bain & Company, a global strategy consulting firm. Before rejoining 
Bain, he worked in Swaziland as Volunteer Consultant for TechnoServe. Gregg completed an MBA from 
the Wharton School and an MA in International Studies from the Lauder Institute, both at the University 
of Pennsylvania. He also holds a BA from Davidson College in Latin American Studies.  
 

 

 
 

 
Tekeste Woldezghi is from Eritrea in East Africa.  Currently, he is working Records at Hunton & 
Williams LLP.  From 1989-1997 Tekeste was Chairman for Eritrean Relief Committee which benefits war 
and draught victims and development programs in Eritrea.  They also coordinate Eritrean cultural shows 
for the festival of nations. He is a current Board member for Eritrean American Families of Dallas 
Community and a volunteer for the Austin Street Shelter. 

 

 
 

 
Hafed  Yaiche 

  

 
 

 
Ahmed Yanouri is a native of Morocco and holds a PhD in Molecular Biology from UNT & TWU in 
Denton, Texas.  He has worked as a molecular biologist and has also formed his own company, 
specializing first in consulting, marketing, and sales of medical and scientific research equipment, then 
later branching into other business sectors.  He has always been active in the international community, 
has served as a board member of Global Interact, and co-founded AMANT (American Moroccan 
Association of North Texas) in 2005. 

 

 
 

 
Kesete Yohannes is the chair of United Eritrean Families, and is from Eritrea. He served for several 
years as a representative of Consular Affairs to the Embassy of the State of Eritrea. Kesete is a 
graduate of the University of Texas at Dallas. Currently, he is working at Dallas County Health and 
Human Services providing decent, safe and sanitary housing to very low-income families incapable of 
obtaining adequate housing. 

 

 

 
Jay Zo is originally from Seoul, South Korea and moved to the United States in 1966. He has held 
various titles from Officer in the Korean Air Force to Principal at the Dallas Korean School.  Jay received 
his Ph.D. in Environmental Science from UT-Dallas in 1980 and has worked as an instructor and 
interpreter for the Korean language ever since.  Currently he is working as the Executive Director of the 
Dallas Korean Cultural Foundation for the educational and cultural program in Dallas area. 
 


